Research Projects

A self-evaluation tool.
 Grading

 ( (( 
 Shown well and consistently (Distinction)

Name



( (

Shown in some respects (Merit)



Group

(
 Just shown (Pass)          




Module Leader



Not shown at all.

	Level Descriptors - Criteria
	Source
	Self Assessment
	Peer Assessment

	Introduction and Context
	
	
	

	There is a clear explanation of the focus and aims of the research.
	QAA7
	
	

	There is a good justification of the research which references documentation, literature and policies covering:

· a. National Needs

· b. Local and institutional needs

· c. Personal Needs
	QAA1
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Professional Autobiography (Recommended)
	QAA2, 3
	
	

	The professional autobiography outlines past experiences and learning about the focus.
	QAA2
	
	

	The beliefs and values of the candidate are made explicit.
	QAA2
	
	

	The potential bias due to experience, beliefs and values of the candidate is made explicit.
	QAA2
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The Review of Literature
	
	
	

	In depth knowledge of the field or focus is shown.
	QAA1
	
	

	The key selected authors, concepts and models are analysed and evaluated with respect to their contribution to the research topic and aims.
	QAA5

M3
	
	

	There is evidence in the review of literature of:

A. Comparison

B. Analysis

C. Evaluation.
	QAA5

M5, M12
	
	

	Ideas from a variety of works are synthesised and conceptualised.
	QAA4

M1, M2, M10, M11
	
	

	The literature is used to justify appropriate practical activities at the forefront of professional practice (as the basis for the research).
	QAA1

M3
	
	

	The review clearly shows the need for the research which follows.
	QAA3

M9, M11
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Research Methodology and Methods
	QAA2, 3
	
	

	There is a clear justification of the research methodology covering, for example:

· The purpose of the research

· The nature of the knowledge which is created

· The importance of the context (or case) in the research process.

· The possible measures for trusting the research (validity and reliability)

· The nature and form of what may be generalised from the research.

· The power relationships and involvement of stakeholders and the effects that this may have.

· The ethical basis of the research.


	
	
	

	The methods of data collection and analysis used by the researcher are explicitly outlined covering, for example

· Procedures

· Occurrences

· Sample and sample selection.
	QAA2, 3
	
	

	The opportunity for error or bias is evaluated.
	QAA2, 3
	
	

	There is a clear justification of the research methodology
	QAA2, 3
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The Results, Analysis and Discussion
	
	
	

	The data is described clearly and completely.
	QAA7
	
	

	Evidence is shown of impact on 

· Practice

· Experiences of pupils

· Pupils learning outcomes.
	QAA7
	
	

	Possible explanations are sought, and compared in a discussion.
	QAA7
	
	

	The research is subjected to explicit (self) criticism and critique, which identifies potential bias and comes to judgements about the strength and weaknesses of the data.
	QAA5
	
	

	Conclusions are reached about what has been found out about the topic that can be generalised to other contexts.
	QAA7, M13, M14, M4
	
	

	Insights into the nature of the concepts, models and literature in the field are shown.
	QAA4

M10, 13, 14, M7, M6


	
	

	The aims of the work have been achieved.
	
	
	

	General
	
	
	

	There is a clear narrative and explanation.
	QAA7
	
	

	Advanced scholarship is shown through Learning through experience, Field Research, and/or the Literature Review.
	
	
	

	Evidence is shown of continuing to advance their knowledge and understanding, and to develop new skills to a high level.
	QAA2, 8,10
	
	

	The work communicates to specialist and non-specialist audiences.
	QAA7
	
	

	Self-direction, independence and autonomy is shown.
	QAA8, 11,13
	
	


Comment

Targets

The QAA criteria for level M work are:

Masters degrees are awarded to students who have demonstrated:

1. a systematic understanding of knowledge, and a critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights, much of which is at, or informed by, the forefront of their academic discipline, field of study, or area of professional practice; 

2. a comprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to their own research or advanced scholarship; 

3. originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline; 

4. conceptual understanding that enables the student to: 

5. evaluate critically current research and advanced scholarship in the discipline; and

6. evaluate methodologies and develop critiques of them and, where appropriate, to propose new hypotheses. 

Typically, holders of the qualification will be able to: 
7. deal with complex issues both systematically and creatively, make sound judgements in the absence of complete data, and communicate their conclusions clearly to specialist and non-specialist audiences; 

8. demonstrate self-direction and originality in tackling and solving problems, and act autonomously in planning and implementing tasks at a professional or equivalent level; 

9. continue to advance their knowledge and understanding, and to develop new skills to a high level; 

and will have: 

10. the qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring: 

11. the exercise of initiative and personal responsibility; 

12. decision-making in complex and unpredictable situations; and 

the independent learning ability required for CPD.
